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17th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
WORD & SACRAMENT 

 
 

“Not Just Going to Church, but BEING the Church” 
Saint Bartholomew Lutheran Church 

 

September 27, 2020 11:00 am  
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Welcome to Worship!  
This is the day the Lord has made. We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
Saint Bart’s welcomes you to this worship and our believing community.  
This morning we celebrate the Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost. 
The worship service can be followed entirely in the bulletin which can 
be found at www.stbartlutheran.org. You can download today’s bulletin 
and follow along with the service! The lyrics to the hymns are included 
for you to sing along! 
 
Holy Communion  
Saint Bart’s celebrates the real presence of Jesus through the bread and 
wine. We invite all to come and share. At the time of communion, the 
pastor will drop a pre-packaged communion kit in your cupped hand.  
 
Children  
We welcome all children to worship.  
 
Praying People  
Everyone is invited to offer their prayer concerns out loud during the 
Prayers of the Church. There will be an opportunity to speak individual 
names and concerns during the prayer petitions offered by the pastor or 
assisting minister.  
 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals 
surprises in the reign of God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people 
claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and 
new life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting 
the interests of others above our own. Nourished by the broken bread 
and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world. 
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Food Pantry will be running as on a limited schedule.   It will 
be open on the 2nd & 4th Saturday at 10am in October. Pay 
attention to the new dates! 
 
We will be looking for creative ways to hopefully continue 
serving meals at least twice a week. Stay Tuned!  
 
The Clothes Closet will be operating along with the Food 
Pantry on a limited basis. 
 
Bible Study- Questions for study will be posted on the Webpage 
every Wednesday for an interactive experience! Please Email 
Barb Fletcher! You can find her email on the webpage! 
 
We can use any food or monetary donations to help our 
community in need.   
 
Outdoor worship will be every Sunday in the Parking lot at 
11AM – weather permitting.] 

Congregational Call Meeting October 4th after worship. 

We will be planning to return to in person worship on October 
18th for a 10AM and a 12PM service. The max capacity for each 
service is 20 people. Please specify your preference to our email 
at www.stbartlutheran@gmail .com. You will find information 
on our webpage in our Fall 2020 Ambassador Newsletter. 
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General Guidelines for Outdoor Worship 
Outdoor parking lot 11:00AM 

 
Must wear face coverings. 

Keep at least 6 feet away from people not in your own 
households. 

Maintain physical distancing 
 
Restrooms cannot be used unless it is an emergency.  

Passing the Peace: a peace sign 

No Fellowship hour or lingering after Worship. 

The facility will remain closed. 
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Prelude  
 
Welcome and Announcements 
Confession and Forgiveness  
P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 
C Amen. 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 
(Silence is kept for reflection.)  
P:  Faithful God, 
C Have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. We turn from your loving 
embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on 
one another before examining ourselves. We place our 
own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your 
gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast 
away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
P God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through 

his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. 
Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in 
the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in 
freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. 

 
C Amen  
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Gathering Hymn: Evangelical Lutheran Worship # 607 

 
 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you
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Prayer of the Day  

P  The Lord be with you.  
C  And also with you.  
P  God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and 

failings. Give us your grace to overcome them, keep 
us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the 
way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 

 C  Amen 
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+Word+ 

A I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in 
my mouth (Psalm 34:1). Lord, bless the reading of your word. Make it 
come alive in our midst.  
C Amen.  
First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this 
proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour 
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As I live, says the 
Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know 
that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child 
is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 
  25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of 
Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the 
righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they 
shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. 
27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have 
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 
28Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions 
that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet 
the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of 
Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
  30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according 
to your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your 
transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away from 
you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get 
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of 
Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord 
God. Turn, then, and live. 

A  Word of God, word of life.          C Thanks be to God. 
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Responsive Reading Psalm 25:1-9 

A To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

C My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to 
shame, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

A Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 

C Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths.  

A Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of 
my salvation; in you have I trusted all he day long. 

C Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 
for they are from everlasting. 

A Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the 
sake of your goodness, O Lord. 

C You are gracious and upright, O Lord; 
therefore you teach sinners in your way. 

A You lead the lowly in justice 
and teach the lowly your way.  
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Second Reading - Philippians 2:1-13 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation 
from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and 
sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having 
the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing 
from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as 
better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own 
interests, but to the interests of others.  
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with 
God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking 
the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being 
found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient 
to the point of death—even death on a cross. Therefore God also 
highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.  
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not 
only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work 
out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God 
who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for 
his good pleasure. 
 
L  Word of God, word of life.  
C  Thanks be to God. 
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P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 21th chapter.  
C  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 Gospel Matthew 21:23-32 
When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders 
of the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By 
what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you 
this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one 
question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by 
what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come 
from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with 
one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why 
then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ 
we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So 
they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, 
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these 
things. “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the 
first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ He 
answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 
The father went to the second and said the same; and he 
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answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did 
the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, 
“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going 
into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in 
the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the 
tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after 
you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.” 
 
P  The Gospel of the Lord     
C  Praise to you O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day: Evangelical Lutheran Worship # 801  
 

 
 
Apostles Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers 
 
Each petition ends:  
 
A  Lord, in your mercy   C Hear our prayer. 
 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized 
with the mind of Christ. Where the church is powerful and 
where it struggles, shape us with humility and obedience so that 
your love may be at work in us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
Lord, Jesus Christ, who reached across the ethnic boundaries 
between Samaritan, Roman and Jew, who offered fresh sight to 
the blind and freedom to captives, help us to break down the 
barriers in our community, enable us to see the reality of racism 
and bigotry, and free us to challenge and uproot it from 
ourselves, our society and our world. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 
Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us 
new hearts and new spirits. Where sin permeates our cultures 
and institutions especially in our government, change our minds 
and teach us to trust your authority. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
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Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who 
are ill in body, mind, or spirit especially for  Michael 
Blackwood, Mary Caldwell, Bobby and Nancy Jo Durham, 
Myron, Wendy, Jim, Virgie, Enid, Bob Farr, Bobby, Mary, 
Margaret, Dawn, Carol, Roger, Helena, Eleanor and family, 
Faye, Jodi, Joe, Seth, Daulton, George Mount, Billy, Claire, 
Pat, Kristy, Aiden, Ann, Dick, Bob, Colliney, Chips, Dorothy, 
Nancy, Will,  and Michael - And those we name now or silently 
in our hearts.  (pause) Defend the lives and welfare of children 
who are abused or neglected, hungry or exploited, bullied or 
lonely. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the 
interests of others. Fill us with your compassion and sympathy. 
Bless ministries of care in our community especially for our 
food ministries and clothes closet; make us into signs of your 
mercy and justice for our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 
At this time, you may offer up prayers for loved ones, 
thanksgivings to God, or any other intercessions silently or 
aloud (Pause) Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of 
us—tax collectors and prostitutes, likely and unlikely, obedient 
and slow to learn. By their witness, teach us to confess Jesus 
Christ as Lord in life and in death. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
(Pastor) All these things and whatever else you see that we 
need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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+Meal+ 

Sharing of the Peace (Peace Sign) 
P  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C  And also with you.  

 

The Offering: (Place offering in Box as you leave) 

A Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 
You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. 
Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, 
nourish us with this rich food and drink, 
and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering 
world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
Great Thanksgiving and Eucharistic Prayer 

 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you 
P Lift up your hearts 
C We lift them to the Lord 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise 
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P It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, holy Father, 
almighty and eternal God.  
 
From sunrise to sunset this day is holy, for Christ has risen 
from the tomb and scattered the darkness of death with 
light that will not fade.  
 
This day the risen Lord walks with your gathered people, 
unfolds for us your word, and makes himself known in the 
breaking of the bread. And though the night will overtake 
this day you summon us to live in endless light, the never-
ceasing sabbath of the Lord.  
 
And so with choirs of angels, with all the heavenly host, we 
proclaim your glory and join their unending song of praise:  
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Words of Institution 
 
P  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who 
reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good 
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.  
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.   
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of 
your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;  
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, 
now and forever.  
 
C Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 



 

 20 

Lord’s Prayer  
P  Lord Jesus, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to 
pray.  
C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil - for 
thine is kingdom, the power, and the glory, now and forever. 
Amen.  
Invitation  

P  Come to the banquet table 
where Christ gives himself as food and drink. 

 C  Amen.           
 
Communion Reflection  

 
Blessing 

P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

C  Amen.  
 
Post Communion Prayer 
A  We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once 
again fed us with food beyond compare, the body and blood of 
Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, 
into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who 
hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus 
Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
C  Amen.  
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+Sending+ 
Sending Hymn    Evangelical Lutheran Worship # 535 

 
 
 
Silent Reflection 
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Benediction  

P May God bless you with joy. 
May you find moments of laughter and bliss 
In the midst of suffering and distress 
May you cherish those times and may they sustain 
you. 

 
May ☩ Jesus Christ bless you with the fruits of 
humility. 
May your humble and sacrificial actions 
Be instrumental in preserving your community 
And loving your neighbors 

 
May the Spirit bless you with peace 
In the face of financial hardship and uncertainty 
May you know the faithful presence of the God who 
provides. 

 
Go in peace. 
Love your neighbors. 
You are not alone. 

 
C  Amen.  
 
Dismissal 
A  Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
C Thanks be to God 


