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Beloved People of God,

As the summer months have sprung upon us, I realized there are
several things I wanted, and needed, to communicate with you,
so we can continue to live out the good news in Christ. I’m
calling this our 7 ways to Reset this Summer.
Back in February, I felt the Spirit was ready to begin to do a “Reset” within our
church community. The picture I had in mind was of a desert where streams of
water began to burst forth. There is a promise i found in Isaiah 44:3 which says,
“For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground;
I will pour out my Spirit on your offspring and my blessing on your descendants.”
I recognize “Reset” could mean something a little different to each one of us.
Having said that, I encourage you that wherever you are in your life you need to
reset on Jesus, His purposes, and His plan for your life. Please do it and watch the
Holy Spirit give you fresh power to do it. We are going to see God doing
unimaginable things in the days ahead, so let’s humble our hearts, devote ourselves
to prayer, and be ready!
Prayerfully consider a reset in your ...
1. FOCUS
For me, God is calling me to not focus on the desert or the wilderness, but rather on
the only One who brings streams into the desert and makes a way in the wilderness.
Praise God for the 100’s of families God has called us to help through this
pandemic. We have met our neighbors and have built some great relationships!
Let’s reset our focus.
2. STUDY & PRAYER LIFE
Please join us in study and prayer Friday nights beginning July 9th at 7pm at the
Church!. If you haven’t attended before, I strongly encourage you to do so. Contact
barbfletcher2@aol.com with questions. Let’s reset our Study and prayer life.
3. SERVICE
Many of our teams are still rebuilding as people become more comfortable coming
back to church and being near people. Your help is needed. Will you say “yes”? To
help, please let us know.
Kids Ministry barbfletcher2@aol.com / Food Pantry - Clothes Closet- Paul Pavlov
609-802-9281 – stbartlutheran@gmail.org/ / Greeters, Ushers, Deacons,
stbartlutheran@gmail.com

Please contact
Pastor Erich
whenever you
are in need of
pastoral care or
are aware of
others who may
be in need Church office,
609-393-6060.
This includes:
• if you want to
talk,
• emergencies,
• sickness,
• hospital
• times of crisis
when things
are out of
control or
down times,
• times of
decision
when you are
not sure of
what to do,
• when
someone is
near death,
• when there
has been a
birth,
• when
contemplating
marriage.

Vision
Statement
Not Just Going
to Church, But
Being the
Church

Visitations

Let’s reset our service to God.
4. FINANCIAL GIVING
Jesus knew our hearts are usually closely tied to our wallets. He said, “You cannot
serve both God and money.” (Matt. 6:24) If Saint Bart’s is your home church and
you don’t give, please consider giving. If you do not tithe, please consider tithing.
And if you do tithe, please consider how to live generously beyond that. Let’s reset
our financial giving.
5. CALENDAR
Please mark these dates on your calendar and participate in attendance. Let’s reset
our calendar.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Men’s Breakfast August 7th 9:30am /more details coming soon!
Women’s Luncheon August 21st at 12pm Questions:
barbfletcher2@aol.com
Community BBQ September 4th / more details coming soon!
New Member Class Begins Tuesday Night September 7th at 7PM Contact
Pastor Erich stbartlutheran@gmail.com for more information
New Youth Member Class Friday September 10th 7pm Contact Pastor
Erich stbartlutheran@gmail.com for more information
Trunk or Treat October 31st 3pm

Pastor will be
visiting
homebound
members
beginning in
July.
Please contact
the Church to
schedule a
visitation with
Communion.
St.barthluthera
n@gmail.com
609-393-6060

More events are coming as we plan!
6. REST, RELAXATION, & RECREATION
Give yourself permission to take a break! This last year has felt more like two years
with all that’s happened, it’s intensity, and all we’ve had to process. Take a break,
breathe deeply, and do lots of fun stuff.
I have decided to take a week in June and one in August to rejuvenate and rest.
Let’s reset as we rest.
7. COMMUNITY IMPACT
How is God calling you to be more engaged in the community? We need
volunteers for the food ministries and clothes closet. Let’s reset for community
impact. Sign up!
Experiencing a reset in God with you,

Pastor Erich
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Prayer

Message from the Council
The past year has been a rough one for church council because we couldn’t always
get together for meetings. Zoom doesn’t work because not every council member
has a computer. In person meetings were held, socially distanced with masks,
when we could. One was even held in the parking lot.
After the congregational meeting on Sunday, May 16, elections were
held. President is Barb S. Vice President is Brandon. Secretary is Debbie. The
other members are Jack, Paul, Enid, Bill T., Elliott (church treasurer), and Pastor
Kussman.
As we open up and return to normal, the council will be meeting on a monthly
basis. We will plan how St. Bart’s will continue going forward with all of our
outreach we have been doing during the pandemic. A lot of those plans will need
volunteers to help carry them out. Please talk to any council member if you want to
help. This is an exciting time for St. Bart’s as we open up to whatever God has
planned for the little church on the corner that just keeps on going.
Sincerely,

Barb Schendlinger
Council President
Reopening plans June 20th, 2021
1. Indoor worship 1st and 3rd Sunday
2. Outdoor 2nd and 4th Sunday (indoors if raining)
3. Masks mandatory inside
3. Refrain from passing a collection plate during the offering; have stations where
people can place offerings and/or provide them with online giving options.
4. Sharing the peace will be the peace sign
5. Refrain from kneeling or standing close together at a communion rail or in a line.
6. Prepackaged communion
7. Physical distancing may be relaxed based on various factors and
recommendations from officials. If not comfortable, sit with your own family
group
8. If individuals are not feeling well, they are asked to stay home and worship
online if possible.
9. Adult Bible Study, Women’s and Men’s Group resume.
10. People will be asked to fill the church front to back and empty the church by
ushers, back to front.
Building will be cleaned with special cleaners weekly.

To our brothers and
sisters who have
contracted and are
suffering due to the
Coronavirus
Disease, We pray
that God’s healing
hand may rest upon
you. To medical
doctors, nurses and
the supporting staff
who are in the
frontline of the
fight against
COVID-19, may
the Good Lord
sustain you and
inspire you, to
render your lifesaving services
with due care, love
and compassion.
To all those who
have lost their
loved ones due to
the Coronavirus
outbreak, we
convey our deepest
sympathies. We
pray that their
souls, through
God’s mercy, may
rest in eternal
peace. We pray
that God may grant
all bereaved
families his
consolation and
strengthen their
faith and hope in
Jesus Christ, the
Risen Lord. Amen.
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Keep in Prayer
Our Homebound Members
v Thank you to our dedicated members who
have served meals and packed grocery
bags for our community in providing
thousands of meals and bags through this
pandemic: Brandon, Enid, Paul, Joann,
Barb S., and Margie!

Bob Farr
Carol Black
John Holpp,
Roger, Kris,
Vi Teschke

Congregational Birthdays
Apologies for any omission of dates

June
2 – Danielle La Flame
14- Paul Pavlov
15 – Crystal Mura
22 – Robert Worth
28 – Mildred Marcelle
July
2 - Kathy Wylie
4- Robert Farr
18- Debbie Formoso
21- Eric Plantier
26 - Margaret Thomas
31- Alan Ari

31 - John Fletcher
August
2 – Robert Eversberg
2 - Sean Worth
14- Denise Potts
19- Rosemary Dwyer
September
1 – Erich Kussman
14- Brandon Plantier
19- Virginia McNulty
26 – Rosalie Conover

ANNIVERSARIES
August
8/25 - John & Barbara
Fletcher
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Church News
Worship at St. Bart’s
Summer Service Schedule
Sunday 9:30am
1st & 3rd Sunday Indoor
2nd & 4th Sunday Outdoor (unless it rains)

Mark your
calendars:
July 9th 7pm – Bible Study at
Church
August 7th 9:30am – Men’s
Breakfast
August 21st 12pm- Women’s
Luncheon
September 4th – Community
BBQ
September 12th -Back to
11AM Worship

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

September TBD
New Member Classes

------------------------

Friday, July 9th will begin our in person Bible
Study at the church from 7 to 9 p.m.
We will have coffee, tea and a snack of some
kind.
Come out and fellowship!

Donations and
Tithes Can Be
Given Online!
Go to

www.stbartlutheran.org

and click on the
donate tab!
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COMMUNITY
SERVICE
POSSIBILITIES

MISSION STATEMENT
Saint Bartholomew Lutheran Church is a
community of believers that is rooted in God’s
unconditional grace and love, striving to share
God’s light of hope and salvation to scatter
the darkness wherever it is found, through
word and deed.

Clothes Closet
& Food Pantry
Our Clothes Closet &
Food Pantry is open every 2nd &
4th Saturday at 10AM!
We are looking for volunteers!

Fellowship – Small Groups
WOMEN’S LUNCHEON
Women’s Group will resume
Saturday, August 21st at
12PM. All are welcome! WE
will have lunch and some
fun activities!

Men’s Group

Men’s Breakfast will begin
Saturday August 7th at 930AM!
All Are Welcome!
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Bell Choir
Hang in there bell ringers. Only a
few more months and we’ll be able
to practice again. Come Fall, when
things look more normal and
Sunday services return to 11:00, we
will resume bell practice. Any one
out there who would like to ring
bells? Please talk to Barb S.
We practice twice a month on
Sunday mornings at 9:30 and play
in church the day of our practice.
No experience or ability to read
music is necessary. All we ask for
is commitment. Bell ringing is a
great way to make music.
- Barb S.

We are delighted to have you among us. On behalf of all the
members of Saint Bartholomew’s, we would like to extend our
warmest welcome and good wishes!

Ken Appold, Victoria Nowak, Mardelle Weiler,
Ryan Gittler-Muniz, Marjie Schneck, Ryley McTighe,
Noah Feliciano, Delaida Cordero
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Luther and Lutheranism
Martin Luther (1483-1546)
Martin Luther was eight years old when
Christopher Columbus set sail from Europe and
landed in the Western Hemisphere. Luther was a
young monk and priest when Michaelangelo was
painting the Sistine Chapel in Rome. A few years
later, he was a junior faculty member at a new
university in small-town Germany, intently
studying the Scriptures, “captivated with an
extraordinary ardor for understanding Paul in the
Epistle to the Romans.”
In these days Luther was tormented by the demand
for righteousness before God. “I did not love, yes,
I hated the righteous God who punishes sinners,
and secretly, if not blasphemously, certainly
murmuring greatly, I was angry with God.” Then,
in the midst of that struggle with God, the message of the Scriptures became clear, like a longshut door opening wide. When he realized that a “merciful God justifies us by faith … I felt
that I was altogether born again and had entered paradise itself through open gates.”
What Luther discovered is the freedom of Christians trusting God’s mercy in Christ. As he
later wrote, “Faith is God’s work in us. It changes us and makes us to be born anew of God.
This faith is a living, busy, active, mighty thing. It is impossible for it not to be doing good
works incessantly. Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure and certain that
believers would stake their lives on it a thousand times.”
This discovery set Luther’s life on a new course —both his own life and his public service as
a preacher and teacher. When a church-endorsed sales team came to the Wittenberg area in
October, 1517, Luther was concerned that the promotion and sale of indulgences undermined
the promise of God’s unreserved mercy in Jesus and the faith that trusts that promise. His 95
Theses or Disputation on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences became the first of a lifelong stream of books, sermons, letters, essays, even hymns in which he expressed his
confidence in this life-giving promise from God, the Gospel, and its liberating implications
for all of life in church and society.
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May 25, 2021

Dear Synod family,
We rejoice that we are now in the season of Pentecost as protocols for
COVID19 are changing. The Spirit is breathing new life into our communities
as more people are being vaccinated, new cases of COVID19 are decreasing,
and gathering restrictions are loosening. Of course, this means that
congregational leaders will need to continue to make decisions for the
community that mitigate risk and keep the most vulnerable as safe as
possible. What follows are some considerations that may help in your decision
making.
Governor Murphy is lifting many COVID19 restrictions which have
implications for our congregations:
• Beginning Friday, May 28, there will no longer be an indoor mask
mandate* (the outdoor mandate was removed last week) and no physical
distancing requirements.
• Unvaccinated people are strongly encouraged to wear a mask indoors.
• Beginning June 4, there will be no capacity restrictions.
In addition to what is permissible, you will want to think about what is
advisable. As usual, I have more questions than answers:
• How do we gather in a way that honors God and is loving toward our
neighbor?
• Will you require masks when indoors? For some people or all people?
How do you protect children and the medically compromised?
• If you intend to sing indoors, it is recommended that everyone wear a
mask until 70-85% of the population has been vaccinated. Here are two
resources that are helpful. Vaccine rate NFHS Study
• Do the communion practices you adopted during the pandemic still need
to be used? What education needs to happen around our understanding of
this sacrament?
• Will you continue to gather outside and online? Why or why not?
I understand that decision fatigue is real. But this is not the time to stop asking
and answering the hard questions related to coming together. The partnerships

and innovations put into place over these past 15 months will serve you well as
we move into the future. Remember, the decisions you make today are not
decrees for all time – you can try something, re-evaluate, and adjust as the
situation changes. If ever there was a time for experimentation, it is now. Use
the freedom of this unprecedented time as a gift to try new things.
Finally, thank you for the ways you are and have been faithful to our calling as
church – to love and serve God while loving and serving our neighbors in
Christ’s name. Together we can make a positive difference in the lives of those
who call New Jersey home.
Your sister in Christ,
Bishop Tracie L. Bartholomew
*Masks are still required in certain settings, including medical facilities, schools,
public transportation, and prisons.
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FOOD PANTRY UPDATES
We've all got at least one thing in common — we all need to eat. When someone we know is
experiencing a difficult time, whether it is illness, birth, death, or relocation, we can meet
their needs with the one thing we all must have. Food!
For the past 16 months, Abiding Presence, Prince of Peace, and Saint Bartholomew’s have
formed a partnership to work together to serve the Southward of Trenton during this difficult
of the global pandemic and it highlights the Christ centered ethos of unselfishness, unity,
grace, and generosity.
We have also gained secondary partners such as Saint Mark’s, Saint Paul’s, Living Waters,
Living Hope CMA, Princeton Alliance, and Kingston UMC. Many have took time out of their
schedules to lovingly prepare a meal, do extra grocery shopping, and share in their sufferings.
Isn't that what believers in Jesus are called to do anyway? In the words of Galatians 6:2,
“Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”
Currently, 353 families are being served through the feeding ministries in which lunches are
served Wednesday and Friday, Dinners on Tuesday, and grocery distribution on Saturday.
Statistics since March 2020 to Present
Food Distributed
19,200 Lunches
3,200 Bags of groceries
7200 Dinners
Total served 353 weekly through various feeding programs
38 – Caucasian, African Descent, Asian Descent 10 %
315 - are Latinx origin. 90%
223 - 71% of Latinx are undocumented
The COVID-19 pandemic has caused a devastating loss of life but it has also devastated the
nation's economy. ... Declines in the employment-to-population ratio that exceeded predictions
indicate there was additional employment loss in the country due to the pandemic.1 We see the
need for this level of ministry gong for at least the next 3-5 years.
Saint Bartholomew named this endeavor ‘The Community Chest” because 500 years ago, in
Luther’s community of Wittenberg Germany, at his parish church, a “Community Chest” was
placed in a central location so that people could make their own contributions to help those
who were not-so-well-off.2 That’s what we sought out to do, namely, to keep that
“Community Chest” tradition alive by helping those who have needs in our own community.

1
2

https://www.brookings.edu/research/social-and-economic-impact-of-covid-19/
http://www.godrules.net/library/luther/NEW1luther_d7.htm

“Community Chest” Food Pantry
It has been a very active season in the food ministries of the church. What started out
as a venture to help 15 families turned into a ministry of serving approximately 300
families every week. Our main days of operation are every 2nd and 4th Saturday at
10AM. Yet we give groceries out daily! We have given out thousands of bags of
groceries and lunches since last March and it does not seem like we will be slowing
down any time soon as many are affected economically by the COVID – 19
pandemic. We thank ALL of our partner churches for helping the community in
Trenton! – Prince of Peace, Abiding Presence, Christ the King, Saint Paul’s,
Saint Mark’s, Living Waters, Kingston UMC, and Living Hope!

St. Bartholomew Lutheran Church
1746 S. Clinton Ave.
Trenton, NJ 08610
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