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Beloved People of God,

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest.” – Matthew 11:28
I’m not here to convince you. I’m here to encourage you.
If you’re feeling weary today, you’re not alone. After a year and a half in flux,
navigating a pandemic, forced to do life (including church life) differently, we’re
all weary. Being a member of a church doesn’t shield us from that. It happens to us,
just as it happens to our neighbors. The only difference is, people of faith have
clear instructions for times like this. The command of Christ when we’re feeling
weary is to come to him. There’s no substitute for his word, his presence in the
community of faith, his body and blood. We need to gather, whenever we can,
however we can, to hear the Gospel, and serve God’s world together.
I must confess, I’ve spent too much of my ministry trying to tell folks that this is
true: that gathering in Jesus’ name is worth the extra time, the strains of
disagreements, the pain of being let down by imperfect people, the shame of feeling
we’ve let others down. Now I realize, God didn’t call me here to convince you.
God called me here to encourage you.
I’m not here to call you to discipleship. Jesus has already done that. I’m not here to
convince you that following and serving him is a good idea. The Holy Spirit has
already done that. As your pastor, my role is to remind you that God is bringing
healing into this world, just like always, and to show you ways you participate in
that healing in your daily lives. I’m here to encourage you when you’re feeling
weary, with the words of eternal life, that you can’t get anywhere else. So that’s
what I’m going to do today: show you some healing moments from this past year,
and encourage you to take part in what’s going on in this upcoming year.
Worship
We have been blessed to return to a full liturgy, with facemasks optional outdoors
and facemasks indoors starting November 28th. It has been a wonderful joy to sing,
pray, and commune with you in person. The most recent CDC guidance suggests
that it is still safest to wear a mask to indoor public gatherings, even if you are
vaccinated, but especially if you aren’t or have kids under 12 with you. We will
continue to live stream worship online for those unable to join us in person.
How you can help:
Attend worship. If you continue have concerns about worship, I encourage you to
give me a call. I want to find ways for your spirit to be fed. Volunteer to help with
worship. Be an usher, a greeter, a Reader.
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Please contact
Pastor Erich
whenever you
are in need of
pastoral care or
are aware of
others who may
be in need Church office,
609-393-6060.
This includes:
• if you want to
talk,
• emergencies,
• sickness,
• hospital
• times of crisis
when things
are out of
control or
down times,
• times of
decision
when you are
not sure of
what to do,
• when
someone is
near death,
• when there
has been a
birth,
• when
contemplating
marriage.

Vision
Statement
Not Just Going
to Church, But
Being the
Church

Visitations

Small Groups
We just finished up new members class here at the church. Eight new
members have joined! The youth groups is still in operation meeting biweekly. I will begin offering a Lutheranism 101 course after service
beginning in the new year. There are talks of a woman’s group starting back
up also.
How you can help:
• Join a small group. It will help you feel more in touch with God, and with other
members of the church.
Tell us your thoughts. What have we done as a church that gave you a sense of
purpose? What do we do well? What are some unique ways that our church is a
blessing to our neighbors?
Now is the time to reengage.
It’s becoming increasingly clear: whatever the return to “normal” will ultimately
look like, it’s taking a lot longer than any of us would have predicted. During these
difficult times, our staff, council, and I have been working hard to “hold down the
fort”, both when we’ve needed to be physically scattered, and as we’ve begun to
gather once again. We are weary too. Whatever we get done in the next year, we
will have to do as a whole congregation. The Body of Christ isn’t whole without
you.

Pastor has been
visiting
homebound
members!
Please contact
the Church to
schedule a
visitation with
Communion.
St.barthluthera
n@gmail.com
---------------609-393-6060

There is both an exciting, yet nostalgic feeling as we enter this Christmas for me,
for it is the first Advent and Christmas we will celebrate in our Sanctuary again
together. I look forward to the coming year bringing a new and renewed faith for
worship, learning, service and fellowship in the Name of Jesus. I thank all those
who have partnered and sacrificed generously in these past months,
So this Christmas, I encourage you to take an extra look around and remember.
Christmas is Incarnation, "the Word made flesh who dwells among us.". It is the
true Light in a world of darkness. It is God breaking through all our human created
barriers. It is strength and power and might surprisingly found in a newborn baby.
Christmas is peace, love, joy, and hope. It is about the graceful presence of God,
even in the midst of real life sin and struggle. It is Emmanuel- the Promise that God
is with us.
Come to Saint Bart’s and hear the Advent promises, prepare yourself, and share the
Christ-mas Joy! Come and bring someone who needs to hear it too!
With confidence and hope in the risen Jesus,

Pastor Erich
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In Person Protocols for Worship
Beginning Advent 1 November 28th 11AM
Church activities open for more than 50 people (Federal Guideline Phase 3):
•
•
•
•

•

Maintain increased sanitation/cleaning and hygiene measures at church.
Resume in-person worship with other members (insofar as they feel
comfortable doing so).
Continue online worship for those who still cannot gather.
Communion, with additional precautionary measures. (we will stay in
prepackaged format in which communion will be found in front of you with
bulletin)
Physical distancing may be relaxed and masks may become optional in
some places based on various factors and recommendations from officials.

--------------------Trunk or Treat 2021------------------------

Prayer
To our brothers and
sisters who have
contracted and are
suffering due to the
Coronavirus
Disease, We pray
that God’s healing
hand may rest upon
you. To medical
doctors, nurses and
the supporting staff
who are in the
frontline of the
fight against
COVID-19, may
the Good Lord
sustain you and
inspire you, to
render your lifesaving services
with due care, love
and compassion.
To all those who
have lost their
loved ones due to
the Coronavirus
outbreak, we
convey our deepest
sympathies. We
pray that their
souls, through
God’s mercy, may
rest in eternal
peace. We pray
that God may grant
all bereaved
families his
consolation and
strengthen their
faith and hope in
Jesus Christ, the
Risen Lord. Amen.
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Message from the Council President
The vegetables from Prince of Peace’s garden have stopped
growing. A lot of kids went trick or treating in our parking lot
(we ran out of candy twice). Did you see the SpiderMan? Our bell tower and chimney have been repaired and a
lot of people have helped to make our loan a lot smaller. As
Thanksgiving comes, we count all of our blessings and give
thanks for all that we have and all the ministry that has been
done this past year.
Now it is time for Advent. As we begin the Advent season, we
move back inside, still with our masks on. We await the birth
of that little baby laid in a small animal manger. No fancy
parties to celebrate his birth as we do now, but just his parents,
the animals, and the shepherds from the fields.
Once we have celebrated that very special birth, it is time to
look to the new year and how we are going forward. While
still following CDC guidelines, we plan to start opening up
and have our small groups meet. Our annual meeting will be
held the end of January. Our neighborhood ministry will
continue with the food pantry, clothes closet, Tuesday evening
dinners and noon distributions when we have donations.
COVID has affected everyone, but St. Bart’s, as usual, kept on
going. Get vaccinated, wear a mask and come
worship. Come back to be a part of St. Bart’s Family.

God bless you all,
Barb Schendlinger
Council President

Envelopes
It has been awhile
since church
envelopes have
been given out.
If you still have
some, keep using
them even though
the date is
wrong. It is your
number that is
important.
If you are in
need of a box of
envelopes, please
call the church
(609-393-6060)
or talk to Barb
Schendlinger to
let us know.
We will make
sure you get
them. Always
make sure that
your name is on
the envelope.
Christmas
Envelopes have
been included
with the
Newsletter!
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v Thank you to our dedicated members who have
served meals and packed grocery bags for our
community in providing thousands of meals and
bags through this pandemic: Brandon, Enid,
Lisa, Barb S. , Joann, Deliada, and Margie!
v Thank you to ALL of our church partners for
helping with the Thanksgiving Basket Drive and
for the continuous support of the Food
Ministries! – Abiding Presence, Prince of Peace,
St. Paul’s, Moms Demand Action, The Girl
Scouts, and the WW Moms!

Keep in Prayer
Our Homebound Members
Bob Farr
Carol Black,
Billy T.
John Holpp,
Roger, Kris,
Vi Teschke

Congregational Birthdays
Apologies for any omission of dates

December
5 - Rosalie Conover
6 – Julia Worth
8 – Daniel Worth
13 - John Dizdul
15 - Louis Lubera
17- Enid Rivera
20 - Violet Teschke
30- Virgie Plantier
January
15 - Shirley Dorsey
8 – George Mount
9 – Barbara Fletcher
19 - Carol Black
31 – Victoria Nowak
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February
8 – Barbara Shendlinger
26 – Ashley Kussman
26- Kenneth Appold
March
5 – Sophia Mount
26 – Michael Calderone
29- Billy Teasenfitz
31- Kris Pinter

ANNIVERSARIES
December
2- John & Rosalie Conover

Church News
Worship at St. Bart’s
Advent Worship Christmas Eve
(After Worship)
Lessons & Carols

11/28; 12/5; 12/12; 12/19
12/24

12/26

11:00AM
5:00PM

11:00AM

Mark your
calendars:
Youth Group
Fridays Bi weekly

7PM

December 18th.
11AM
Christmas Toy Drive
December 24th
5PM
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service

------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Donations and
Tithes Can Be
Given Online!
Go to
www.stbartlutheran.org

and click on the
donate tab!

At this time, Bible Study can be found on our
Webpage www.stbartlutheran.org
& on our Facebook Page every Wednesday!
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COMMUNITY
SERVICE
POSSIBILITIES

MISSION STATEMENT
Saint Bartholomew Lutheran Church is a
community of believers that is rooted in God’s
unconditional grace and love, striving to share
God’s light of hope and salvation to scatter
the darkness wherever it is found, through
word and deed.

Clothes Closet
& Food Pantry
Our Clothes Closet &
Food Pantry is open every 2nd &
4th Saturday at 10AM!
We are looking for volunteers!

--------------------------------------------------------------

Fellowship – Small Groups
Youth Group
Bi -Weekly Fridays

7PM

Lutheran 101 Class
Bi weekly After Service 1/17
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Bell Choir
Hang in there bell ringers! Bell
practice begins 11/21 at 930am for
the Christmas season. Anyone out
there who would like to ring bells?
New people who would like to
play, please talk to Barb S. as new
people can begin in the new year.
No experience or ability to read
music is necessary. All we ask for
is commitment. Bell ringing is a
great way to make music.

Dear Saints of St. Bartholomew,
This past month has been an exciting time here at St. Bart’s. The honeymoon phase of my
being here is over in my opinion, and I am thankful for the time and experiences we have
been able to share.
We were able to share a worship service with Pastor Jose on the 17th , while Pastor Erich was
preaching at his corresponding parish. This was a great experience for St. Bart’s and the
synod, and I was touched to be able to lead the service overall.
On October 30th , Erich and I participated in “Stand up Against Gun Violence” and were able
to meet and network with other clergy. Most importantly, however, we were able to be a
positive force in the community as the Church and as St. Bart’s. We were the only Lutheran
church to show, and only one of two mainline churches. Believe me when I say that did not
go unnoticed- for the better.
Reformation Day: Sunday, October 31. We welcomed six new members to the church. This
is a testament to the work and proclamation of the Gospel message that is coming out of St.
Bart’s. I also preached on that day.
Wednesday, November 10: We had an online ministerium taking place with the New Jersey
Synod. This was my first time experiencing this. Saturday 13th there was a Service of Healing
that was be led by me. Following the shortening of the days, approaching of advent, and
therefore the holiday season, I think this was a time appropriate for us to come together in our
hurts and sorrows and rest in the word of God. The Holidays can be a difficult time, and we
need to acknowledge the weight of our burdens going into this time.
Feeding Ministry: Always worth mentioning, I wanted to let you know that I’ve had about
three to five more people come and give me their words of appreciation of St. Bart’s
generosity.
Additionally, excess bread that I had-and there was a lot this time- went to the Princeton Coop and they were beyond thankful for it. So now St. Bart’s is feeding more and more in
Princeton. The Lutheran Group wants to come and help serve in part of a ministry.
Peace,
Andy Jones
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Confirmation 2022
The big news this year is that we are continuing to partner with Prince of Peace and Pastor
Peter Froehlke for confirmation. Vicar Kayla from P.O.P. and Vicar Andy will also be
joining some of our classes this year. We will have the Wednesday class at POP, but also, we
will have Saturday morning experiences at St. Bart’s. Classes will be indoors.
Schedule for 2022
Wednesday January 12 530PM

History Books

Pastor Peter

Wednesday January 19 530PM

Psalms

Vicar Kayla

Wednesday January 26 530PM

Major Prophets

Pastor Erich

Wednesday February 2 530PM

Minor Prophets

Vicar Andy

Saturday February 12

Saint Bart’s Community Chest Food Pantry

900AM

Wednesday February 16 530PM

Gospels

Pastor Peter

Wednesday February 23 530PM

Passion

Vicar Andy

Wednesday April 27

530PM

Parables

Vicar Kayla

Wednesday May 4

530PM

Acts

Pastor Peter

Saturday May 14

900AM

Saint Bart’s Community Chest Food Pantry

Wednesday May 18

530PM

Paul

Pastor Erich

Wednesday May 25

530PM

Hebrews/Revelations

Vicar Kayla

Wednesday June 1

530PM

Wrap Up

Pastor Peter

I’ll plan to see everyone on January 12th . Let me know of any conflicts, Rides will be
available for all classes ½ hour before time!
Peace,
Pastor Erich
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It’s not all that strange this time of year to see Christians outside in bathrobes, trying to keep a
little baby warm in the straw of a cattle trough. (Truth be told, it’s usually a doll).
We Christians like to re-enact the birth of Jesus and hear the angels sing again, “Peace on
earth, good will toward men.” This is our good news. It feels good when our neighbors pause
to listen.
But we rarely tell the whole story. The baby in a manger is cute. The shepherds in their field
are quaint. The magi from the east give the whole scene some dignity.
But most of our churches are "seeker sensitive" when it comes to retelling the Christmas
story. Our kids don’t dress up like the undocumented workers who do shepherds’ work today.
We often fail to mention that Mary was an unwed mother. When we re-create the manger
scene, we don’t reproduce the odor. We like to clean the whole thing up a bit. It makes it
easier to go home and enjoy Christmas dinner.
As much as both of us love a good meal with our families, we’re pretty sure Jesus didn’t come
to initiate a sentimental pause in holiday consumption. "The Word became flesh and dwelt
among us," John’s gospel says. Jesus moved into the neighborhood, and it wasn’t necessarily
good for property values.
Christmas reminds us how Jesus interrupts the world as it is to reveal the world as it ought to
be. When we pay attention to the story, it exposes our desperate need for a better way. This
always makes some people mad.
When King Herod got the news that Jesus had been born in Bethlehem, he issued a national
security directive that every boy 2 and younger should be killed. As we remember this part of
the story, we take in the harsh truth that there was and still is a political cost to the incarnation
of God’s peaceable love.
Such a holy feast day of mourning provokes our political memory and prompts us to
remember the Iraqi civilians who have died since the U.S. invasion in 2003. On such a day,
we don’t consider these deaths to be the necessary sacrifice of “collateral damage”; we lament
their deaths as acts of our contemporary Herod’s.
And we proclaim that another way is possible. Though Jesus was persecuted as a homeless
refugee, he survived Herod’s sword to proclaim the reign of God and invite a ragtag band of

disciples into the way of peaceable love — a way that culminates in Jesus willingly
submitting himself to the state-sanctioned violence of the death penalty.
Though Christians have often been guilty of betraying the way of Jesus for more "sensible"
strategies to make a difference in the world, Christmas is a check on our self-confidence. We
can’t write off the Iranians as enemies we don’t need. If they hadn’t sent their wise men, the
rest of us might well have missed Jesus altogether.
So we celebrate, but our story always reminds us that our holiday is more radical than we
might want it to be.
When we gather for our Christmas parties, we recall that Jesus said not to invite the neighbors
who'll have you over to their house (or shop at your store), but to go out in the street and
celebrate with the folks whom no one else will welcome.
When we sing praises to the Prince of Peace, we commit to love our enemies, even the ones
we call terrorists.
When we give gifts, we remember St. Nicholas, bishop of Myra, who took the church’s gold
and gave it to poor families in hope that they would not sell their daughters into slavery to put
food on the table.
Shaped by this memory, we become God’s peculiar people — not just because we stand out in
the cold in our bathrobes, but because we stand with victims of sex trafficking. Inspired by the
saints who’ve gone before us, we make sacrifices to reduce our carbon footprint and open our
homes to unwanted children.
Even in hard economic times, we tap our resources to build wells for clean water, and we
listen to our friends who drink from those wells. Ours is a new "we" that extends our "family
values" to sisters and brothers who speak different languages and don’t look like us. We see
with our own eyes that a new world is already getting born.
And the angels rejoice. As always, some people — especially people with power — get mad.
But Christmas helps us remember that this is how it always is. And this is how God saves the
world.
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“Community Chest” Food Pantry
It has been a very active season in the food ministries of the church. What started out
as a venture to help 15 families turned into a ministry of serving approximately 300
families every week. Our main days of operation are every 2nd and 4th Saturday at
10AM. Yet we give groceries out daily! We have given out thousands of bags of
groceries and lunches since last March and it does not seem like we will be slowing
down any time soon as many are affected economically by the COVID – 19
pandemic. We thank ALL of our partner churches for helping the community in
Trenton! – Prince of Peace, Abiding Presence, Saint Paul’s, Saint Mark’s, Living
Waters, and Living Hope!

God is working through us to bring God’s hope for the world to life. God blesses us with a
beautiful worship structure, outreach ministries, and a place where all are truly welcome and
everyone belongs. Generations call Saint Bartholomew Lutheran Church their church home.
In order to continue bringing God’s hope for the world to life, we must ask ourselves this
question. What is God calling us to do as a congregation?
To begin with, Saint Bart’s Bell Tower and Parsonage Chimney are is in dire need of
significant repairs to ensure it can continue to serve as a safe and welcoming place for all for
years to come. To accomplish this structural work, we are asking you to prayerfully consider
making a promise of support to the Capital Campaign “Buy a Brick.” For $100 you can buy a
brick. However any donation amount will be accepted.
The financial needs for the building are great. The campaign hopes to raise $26,000 to cover
the costs of this repair work. So far, we have raised $12,500. This is a challenging task before
us.
However, with your help, Saint Bart’s will deliver its promise for future generations. By
purchasing a brick, you will help support the cost of this much needed repair. This will ensure
that the front of the building and ramp to be accessible for worship services and feeding
programs. It will also create a safe area for the children of the Children’s Home Society’s
preschool program.
----------------------------------------Tear off and mail--------------------------------------------Make all Checks payable to: Saint Bartholomew Lutheran Church
In memo: Bell Tower
Number of Bricks: ____________

Total amount:________________

St. Bartholomew Lutheran Church
1746 S. Clinton Ave.
Trenton, NJ 08610

DATED MATERIAL

